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                    GLOBAL RELIGION 
        _________________________________________________________________________

        PURPOSE: This course explores new forms of religion in our contemporary global world.        International migration disperses religious cultures into myriad diaspora communities, and the process of conversion expands religious ideologies and communities around the world. This course explores these aspects of global religion in their contemporary and historical settings, focusing on forms of new religion that can be found nearby, including new movements and the globalizing aspects of the major religious traditions. Guest speakers and field trips will allow us to experience these global religious cultures directly. The goal of the course is to think critically and analytically about global religion: to understand how it develops and how it impacts the contemporary world.

       STUDENT PROJECTS: You will create your own global religion. How? By joining a team of three or four other students, brainstorming together, and coming up with ideas about a new religion that will relate to global changes and conditions. “Worldtradecenterism,” for instance, might envision a new religion that began on 9/11. Or you could show how existing religions adapt to cultural encounters, new ideas, and modern technologies—for example “Cyber-Judaism.” Your paper for the project will focus on one aspect of your religion, such as a) its symbol and beliefs, b) concept of God and sacred founders, c) rituals and worship, and d) organization and community. Your paper should cover four things: describe the component, show how it’s global, compare it with an existing religion, and analyze it using ideas from lectures and readings. The paper should be 4-5 double-spaced pages. It is due on Monday, May 31.

        READINGS: Students should acquire the book, Global Religions: An Introduction 
          (ed. by Juergensmeyer) and the Reader for the course at Alternative Copy in IV.

FIELD TRIP: There will be several "in class" field trips: car pools will leave from UCSB and return within the scheduled 3:30-4:45 class time. There will also be one Saturday field trip on June 3. It will leave UCSB at 8am via car pools and return approximately 7pm. Students will be expected to participate in both in-class and all-day field trips as part of the class requirements. 

         _________________________________________________________________​____________

          OFFICE HOURS for Mark Juergensmeyer (juergens@global.ucsb.edu): Mon 2-3 in the  

            Orfalea Center (next to Rob gym). TA is Ronald Robinson, <ronaldbrobinson@umail.ucsb.edu>
            and Reading Assistant is Eliot Peper (elpeper@gmail.com)
          CLASS WEBSITE is located at http://www.juergensmeyer.com 

        ________________________________________________________________________________________________

        ________________________________________________________________     

           Global Studies 102                                     *  Spring, 2009  *                                        Prof. Juergensmeyer         

SCHEDULE
        ________________________________________________________________       

        Mar 30:  INTRODUCTION -- THINKING GLOBALLY ABOUT RELIGION

        Apr 1:    THE GLOBAL GROWTH OF RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

        Apr 6:  THE GLOBALIZATION OF SIKHISM

              Guest: Prof Gurinder Singh Mann
        Apr 8:  HINDUISM IN AMERICA

             Visit to Vedanta Temple, Montecito

        Apr 13:  THE GLOBALIZATION OF HINDUISM AND BUDDHISM

        Apr 15:  BUDDHISM IN AMERICA

             Visit to Buddhist Church, Santa Barbara

        Apr 20:  THE GLOBALIZATION OF JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY    

        Apr 22:  JUDAISM IN AMERICA

             Visit to the Jewish Student Center and Synagogue

        Apr 27:  THE OUTREACH OF CHRISTIANITY- HISTORICALLY

             Visit to the Santa Barbara Mission               

        Apr 29:  THE OUTREACH OF CHRISTIANITY- NEW MOVEMENTS

             Guests from the LDS Church (Mormon missionaries)

        May 4:  TRANSMISSION OF ISLAMIC TRADITION

        May 6:   ISLAM AND GLOBALIZATION 

             Guests from Islamic Student Organization

        May 11: GLOBAL ENCOUNTER OF RELIGIONS
        May 13: NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

             Guests from Hare Krishna movement
        May 16:     **SATURDAY FIELD TRIP**

             Visit to Hindu Temple, Sikh Gurudwara, Islamic Center, Scientology Center, or Agape 
        May 18:  REVIEW 
        May 20:  MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM

        May 25:  MEMORIAL DAY – NO CLASS

        May 27:  GROUP PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

        Jun 1:     GROUP PROJECT PRESENTATIONS
        Jun 3:     GROUP PROJECT PRESENTATIONS – PAPERS DUE
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READINGS
        ________________________________________________________________

        INTRODUCTION -- THINKING GLOBALLY ABOUT RELIGION

          GR: Mark Juergensmeyer, "Thinking Globally About Religion" in Global 

          Religions (GR)

          READER: Peter Beyer, "Religion in Global Society," in Religion and 

          Globalization; Thomas A. Tweed and Stephen Prothero, "Introduction to Asian 

          Religions," in Asian Religions in America; Susanne Hoeber Rudolph, 

          "Introduction" to Rudolph and Piscatori, eds, Transnational Religion and 

          Fading States
        THE GLOBALIZATION OF HINDU TRADITION

          GR: T.N. Madan, "Hinduism," in Global Religions (GR)

          READER: Raymond B. Williams, "A Sacred Thread: Introduction” and 

          John Carman, “Handing Down and Reaching Across: 

          Stability and Movement in Indian Religious Traditions," in Raymond B. 

          Williams, A Sacred Thread: Modern Transmissions of Hindu Traditions in 

          India and Abroad, 3-20; Georges Coedes, "Indianization," in The Indianized 

          States of Southeast Asia
        THE GLOBALIZATION OF SIKHISM 

          READER: Gurinder Singh Mann, "The Sikh Community” in A Handbook of Global 

          Religions; Hew McLeod, "Sikhs of the Diaspora," in Sikhism

        HINDUISM IN AMERICA

          READER: Swami Vivekananda, "Hinduism" (1893), and John Yale, "What Vedanta 

          Means to Me," in Thomas A. Tweed and Stephen Prothero, eds., Asian 

          Religions in America: Vasudha Narayanan, “Hinduism in America,” in 

          A Handbook of Global Religions
        THE TRANSMISSION OF BUDDHIST TRADITION

          GR: Gananath Obeyesekere, "Buddhism" in Global Religions
        BUDDHISM IN AMERICA

          READER: Thomas Tweed, “Buddhist Communities Abroad,” in A Handbook

          of Global Religions;  

          Excerpts from Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki, Dwight Goddard, Jack Kerouac, 

          Ruth Fuller Sasaki, and Elson B. Snow, "Buddhist Crossings: Masters and 

          Students," in Thomas A. Tweed and Stephen Prothero, eds., Asian Reli-

          gions in America

        THE GLOBALIZATION OF CHRISTIANITY

          GR: Harvey Cox, "Christianity" 

          READER:  Stephen Neill, "Introduction to Part II," in A History of Christian 

          Missions

        CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA

          READER: Wade Clark Roof, "North American Religious Communities," and

          Jan Shipps, “Mormon Communities Around the World,” in A Handbook 

          of Global Religions
        TRANSMISSION OF JEWISH TRADITION

          GR: Harvey Goldberg, “Judaism”           

          READER: The book of Ezra from The Bible (Harper/Collins Study Bible)

        JUDAISM IN AMERICA

          READER: Shawn Landres, “Jewish Communities in America,” in A Handbook of 

         Global Religions; Daniel and Jonathan Boyarin, "Diaspora: Generation and the Ground of 

          Jewish Identity," Critical Inquiry 19 (Summer 1993), 693-725; and Arnold J. 

          Band, "The New Diasporism and the Old Diaspora," Israel Studies 4 (1997), 

          232-331.

        TRANSMISSION OF ISLAMIC TRADITION

          GR: Said Amir Arjomand, "Islam" 

          READER: Saad Ibrahim and Richard Martin, “Arab Islamic Societies,” and

          Monsoor Moaddel, “Shi’a Islamic Societies,” in A Handbook of Global Religions        

        ISLAM AND GLOBALIZATION 

          READER: Jane Smith, "American Islamic Communities;" and Dru Gladney,

          “Chinese Islamic Communities,” in A Handbook of Global Religions
        NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

          READER: Ali Asani, “Religious Movements with Islamic Origins,” and Ian

          Reader, “Japanese New Religious Movements,” in A Handbook of Global 

          Religions, and E. Burke Rochford, Jr., "Introduction," in Hare Krishna in America
        RESURGENCE OF LOCAL RELIGION

          GR: Jacob Olupona, “African Religion,” and Juha Pentikainen, 

         "Local Religious Societies." 

          READER: Karen McCarthy Brown, "Introduction," in Moma Lola: A Vodou 

          Priestess in Brooklyn, 1-20; Nimachia Hernandez, “Native Religious

          Societies,” from A Handbook of Global Religions. 

        GLOBAL RELIGION IN THE 21st CENTURY

          GR: Ninian Smart, "The Future of Global Religion" 
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