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PURPOSE: The Obama administration has inherited not only the “war on terrorism” and the continuing US occupation of Afghanistan and Iraq, but also a host of other crises. Hostility between India and Pakistan, violence in Israel’s relations with Palestine, and ethnic brutality in Africa are just some aspects of the new realities of global tension in the twenty-first century. The global collapse of the transnational economy, the emergence of religious nationalism and ethnic strife, and the crises of global warming and other environmental problems have given birth to other kinds of conflicts and concerns.      

            THE CASE STUDY APPROACH: We will study these issues through the case study approach. This means that we will focus primarily on specific problems that are currently at issue. Lectures, guest speakers, and readings will set the contexts for the cases and relate them to contemporary global issues. Since this course will focus on current events, topics may shift and the schedule of speakers may change with very little notice.

STUDENT PROJECTS: There is one in-class writing project. It will be a brief conflict resolution that will take a dispute discussed in class and argue both sides, and then present a resolution using the principles of conflict resolution. Directions for this assignment will be given in class. The final exam will cover information provided in lectures, case studies, the readings in the reader, and web-site readings.

READINGS: Readings for the course will be found in the Global Conflict Reader prepared for the class on sale at Alternative copy shop in Isla Vista. Also required are Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence- Third Edition (University of California Press, 2003) and Gandhi’s Way: A Handbook of Conflict Resolution – Revised Edition (University of California Press, 2005), both by Juergensmeyer. Make sure you have the 3rd edition of Terror and the revised edition of Gandhi’s Way. Additional readings for the cases may be posted on the class web site located at www.juergensmeyer.com. Students are also expected to have a news source as the home page on their web browser (such as www.cnn.com/world), and also read newspapers such as the Los Angeles Times (www.latimes.com), New York Times (www.nytimes.com) and magazines such as the Economist (www.economist.com)in order to be knowledgeable about world affairs. 

OFFICE HOURS for Prof Juergensmeyer juergens@global.ucsb.edu: 

  Mon and Wed 3:30-4:30 in the Orfalea Center for Global & Int’l Studies (next to Rob Gym​)​​​

TAs: Jack Ucciferri jucciferri@umail.ucsb.edu, and Andrew Lee andrewmlee@umail.ucsb.edu
GLOBAL STUDIES 124: GLOBAL CONFLICT– WINTER 2010—JUERGENSMEYER

SCHEDULE                                                                                                                   

Mon Jan 4  -  Conflict in a Global World- Introduction to the Course

Wed Jan 6  -  Global Forces in the Post- Cold War Era 


 Reading: Terror, Prefaces, Chap 1, 4a      

                         Huntington, Barber, Friedman articles in Reader

Mon Jan 11-  The Global War on Terror



  Reading: Terror Chap 7, 10; news articles in Reader; Obama Nobel Prize Speech
Wed Jan 13-   Global Conflict in Iraq

  Reading: Terror Chap 11, and “A Report from Baghdad”

  “Insurgents in Iraq” from Global Rebellion
Mon Jan 18-   HOLIDAY: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 
Wed Jan 20-   Pakistan and South Asian Conflict 

   Reading: Terror chap 5; “South Asia Islamic Movements” from Global Rebellion;

   Filkins, “Talibanistan;” “Envisioning a Different Future” Orfalea Center Report  
Mon Jan 25 – The War in Afghanistan
                           Reading: Filkins, “McChrystal’s Long War,” Obama’s Afghanistan War Speech                          
Wed Jan 27 – Conflict Resolution – Gandhi’s Way



  Reading: Gandhi’s Way, Section I, 1-10;

                          Gandhi’s Way, Section III, “The Issues That Remain”   

      

Mon Feb 1 -- Conflict Resolution – the case of Northern Ireland



  Reading: Gandhi’s Way, Section II, especially:

   “A Peaceful End to Irish Terrorism”
Wed Feb 3 –  Conflict in Israel/Palestine – the Background

  

   Reading: Terror chaps 3
Mon Feb 8 –  Conflict in Israel/Palestine – the Issues

  

   Reading: Terror chaps 4b
Wed Feb 10 – MID-TERM conflict resolution scenario

Mon Feb 15 – HOLIDAY: PRESIDENT’S DAY 

Wed Feb 17 – Iran and the Changing Political Landscape of the Middle East 
  

  Reading: “Iran’s Paradigmatic Revolution” from Global Rebellion
Mon Feb 22 –  Conflict between US/ North Korea 

                           Reading: North Korea articles in the Reader

Wed Feb 24 –  Conflict between China-Taiwan, and China-Tibet 


   Reading: “China-Taiwan Relations;” “China’s Taiwan Dilemma;” “The Question



   of Tibet;” “Taiwan’s Success-the Way for Tibet;” and “Between China and India” 
Revised conflict resolutions due on Monday, March 1
Mon Mar 1  -   Conflict between US/ Cuba 



   Reading: Cuba articles in the Reader    

Wed Mar 3  -  The Somali Pirate Conflict



   Reading: Gibson, “Somali Civil War” 
Mon Mar 8 –   Global Futures/ review of class

                           Reading: Juergensmeyer, “The Limits of Globalization’

Wed Mar 10 –  FINAL EXAM

