Global Studies 201                                                     * Fall 2009*                                      Juergensmeyer- Appelbaum 

Introduction to 

Theories and Methods 

in Global Studies

Syllabus and Schedule

    This seminar provides an overview of theories and methods in the study of global trends and transnational processes from multiple disciplinary approaches. It illumines the specific and key debates within the 10 departments that are participating in the UCSB Ph.D. Emphasis in Global Studies (Sociology, Anthropology, English, History, Political Science, Religious Studies, Comparative Literature, Communication, Geography, Film and Media).  It is the gateway seminar for the Ph.D. Emphasis, and includes presentations and discussions led by faculty from each of the participating departments. Admission by permission of the instructors. For further information, contact Mark Juergensmeyer (juergens@global.ucsb.edu) 

or Richard Appelbaum (rich@isber.ucsb.edu).

FORMAT:

      Each week participants in the seminar are expected to complete the reading for the upcoming week (most of the readings are available in the class reader sold at Alternative Copy; others will be distributed in handouts the week before). Each week, each member of the seminar will EITHER write a page of comments and duplicate copies to be distributed at the beginning of the class session OR write comments posted on the website of the class at www.juergensmeyer.com. These comments will be read on line, or at the beginning of the class. The guest presenters (one or two faculty members each week from one of the ten participating departments) will respond to the comments, and they will serve as a basis for class discussion following the faculty presentations.

REQUIREMENTS:

     Each member of the seminar will complete a writing project for the seminar, which may consist of a) reading notes from a bibliographical list of 5-10 books related to the student’s major field of study; b) a theoretical chapter or bibliographical review for the student’s dissertation; c) an essay focusing on theoretical or methodological issues related to the student’s intended dissertation research.  

