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Transnational Forces and Political Systems
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Syllabus and Schedule

This seminar is an introductory course in transnational social forces and political changes and their impact on global civil society. It has been designed especially for students who are pursuing the MA in Global & International Studies. This seminar will explore global economic, political, social and cultural trends, and the rise of international non-governmental humanitarian organizations in response to such transnational forces as the increase in population mobility and diasporas, the erosion of national cultures, the resistance to political authority, the challenge of global communications media, the advent of transnational environmental issues, the emergence of a global illicit drug and sex trade, and the increase in antiglobal protest and religious conflict. Readings and topics will be discussed and refined at the first class. 
Format for the seminar is flexible. We plan to cover 18 books in the first six weeks, but the good news is that you don’t have to read all of them, just one chapter or excerpt from each, EXCEPT for the one book for which you will serve as discussion leader—that book you’ll have to read in its entirety. 

( The first six weeks will be focused around three books per session. The discussion for each book will be led by a member of the seminar for a 30 minute period. 

( The presenter will identify one chapter or excerpt from the book and make it available for reading the week before the presentation. Each participant will bring to class a one-paragraph set of comments on each of the chapters. 

( The first half hour of every class session will be devoted to contemporary news on global issues. There will be a fifteen minute break half way through the class session. 

 Projects for the seminar will be presented by teams of three, focusing on particular issues that impact on global civil society, such as global warming or labor standards. The teams will work together to give a presentation and lead discussion in the last three meetings of the seminar. Each presentation/discussion will be an hour and a half. The presentation should identify a specific problem, indicate the constraints and vested interests in solving it, and come up with one or more resolutions to the problem. 

Grades will be based on the two classroom presentations, the weekly reading notes, and the background material prepared for the presentations (reading notes or written papers). 

Office hours: Wednesday 1-2p in the Orfalea Center, or 3:30-4:30 at Java Jones in IV.

Schedule

~(~

Sept 29 – 
Introduction to the Seminar

October 6 – 
The New World (Dis)Order

  Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the 

       Remaking of World Order 


LINDA



  Chalmers Johnson, Blowback: The Costs and 

                               Consequences of American Empire

ALESSANDRO




  Richard Falk, The Declining World Order 


  Benjamin Barber, Jihad vs. McWorld 

KATHY

October 13 –   Globalization
(class is held from 12-3p)

   Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents
ALEX

                           Noam Chomsky, Hegemony or Survival: America’s 

                              Quest for Global Dominance


THOMAS

                           Jagdish Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization 
AISA



   NOT CHOSEN: George Soros, The Crisis of Global Capitalism 
October 20 –
The Erosion of the Nation-State



  Saskia Sassen, Losing Control? Sovereignty in a Global Age  JENNIFER



  Kenichi Ohmae, End of the Nation-State: The Rise of Regional



     Economies






KEVIN



   William I. Robinson, Global Capitalism: Production, Class & 

                              State in a Transnational World



BARBAR


  OR Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflection on the 

                             Origin and Spread of Nationalism 


JUDITH

October 27 -   Religious nationalism/ transnationalism



  Talal Asad, Formations of the Secular: Christianity,

                             Islam, Modernity





MIRIAM

  Mark Juergensmeyer, Global Rebellion: Religious

    Challenges to the Secular State



BURHAN



  Mark Lewis Taylor, Religion, Politics, and the Christian



     Right: Post 9/11 Powers in American Empire 

JOHN


              OR Gilles Kepel, The Roots of Radical Islam  

SABRINA
November 3 – Global Civil Society


              Mary Kaldor, Global Civil Society 



GISELLA



  Margaret Keck - Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders MAREEN



  Anne-Marie Slaughter, A New World Order

MONICA
November 10 – Global Governance 


              Akira Iriye, Global Community: The Role of International

    

      Organizations in the Making of the Contemporary World  ERICA

  Beate Born, et al, Unholy Trinity: The IMF, World Bank,

                            and the WTO 





KYLE


  Richard Falk, Religion and Humane Global Governance 
ANNA



  Alison Brysk, ed., Globalization and Human Rights 
VERENA

Issues
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November 18 –  Case studies in int’l NGO decision making:


government corruption; cultural misunderstanding; human rights;

            and organizational ethics

Presentation of team case studies, three per session:

November 25 –  eg global labor standards, drug traffic, global warming

 ________________________

 ________________________

________________________

December 2 -     eg religious freedom, freedom of the press, immigrant workers

  ________________________

  ________________________

  ________________________

