GRADUATE SEMINAR IN RELIGION AND VIOLENCE

Spring 2008 – Prof Juergensmeyer

Topics and readings:

1. Theories of religious violence 

    Princeton Reader on Religion and Violence, part II

    Durkheim, Freud, Girard, Elaine Scarry, et al. 

2. Does religion cause violence?

    Avalos, Fighting Words: The Origins of Religious Violence
    Pape, Dying to Win

    MJ, “Is Religion a Cause of Terrorism?” Neumann vol 

    Harvard Bulletin discussion

3. War, Cosmic war

    Kennedy, Of War and Law

    TMG, Princeton lectures on God and War
4. The challenge to secularism

    Talal Asad, Jose Casanova, Charles Taylor 

    Global Rebellion, Hent de Vries

5. Suicide bombing

    Pape, Dying to Win, Reuter, My Life as a Weapon

    Oliver and Steinberg, The Road to Martyrs Square
6. Islamic violence

    Sayyid Qutb, Faraj Neglected Duty
7. Buddhist violence

    Jerryson, Buddhist Warfare
8. South Asian violence

    Martha Nussbaum, The Clash Within; Bose on Kashmir

9. War on Terror

   Mary Habeck, Knowing the Enemy: Jihadist Ideology and the War on Terror

   Anne Norton, Leo Strauss and the Politics of American Empire

